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Dear H Foundation Supporters and Friends, 

On behalf of the Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer 
Center of Northwestern University, I offer a huge and 
sincere THANK YOU to The H Foundation and your 
thousands of supporters for 20 years of extraordinary 
partnership—all for patients and families fighting cancer. 
Through your tireless support, we continue to make 
important progress together through innovative basic 
science research led by our passionate and forward-
looking physicians and scientists. The Lurie Cancer Center 
and The H Foundation share a common goal to make a 
difference…because cancer is personal to all of us.  

Thank you also for a most successful Goombay 
Bash celebration this past summer. A record-setting 
$742,467 was raised for basic science cancer research at 
Northwestern, thanks to all of you at The H Foundation. 
These charitable funds help us to provide awards to our 
scientists so they can pursue new ideas in research and 

ultimately develop more effective approaches for cancer 
prevention, detection, and treatment. 

It gives me great pleasure to share some Q&As that were 
conducted with faculty members who have benefited from 
The H Foundation’s support over the past year. As you will 
read, every dollar you provide is at work in our laboratories 
at the Lurie Cancer Center.  

We are truly fortunate to have The H Foundation and its 
supporters as our friends and longstanding partners. On 
behalf of the Lurie Cancer Center, thank you from the 
bottom of my heart. 

With tremendous gratitude, 

Leonidas C. Platanias, MD, PhD 
Jesse, Sara, Andrew, Abigail, Benjamin 
and Elizabeth Lurie Professor of Oncology 
Director, Lurie Cancer Center 

Goombay Bash 2019

 Celebrating Our  
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Partnership



Foundation Award Recipients 2018–2019

H Foundation Basic Insights Awards: 
Bao Xiaomin, PhD, and June Robinson, MD
Define BAF Dysregulation in Cutaneous Squamous Cell 
Carcinoma

Curt Horvath, PhD, and Diana Saleiro, PhD
Interferon Regulation to Enhance Cancer Immunotherapy

Ishwar Radhakrishnan, PhD, and Dai Horiuchi, PhD
Decoy Peptide-Based Inhibitors of Histone Deacetylase 
Complexes as Potential Therapeutics for Triple-Negative 
Breast Cancer 

Jack Henkin, PhD, and C. David James, PhD
Targeting Glioblastoma with PEDF-Derived Peptide NU-335 
Through LR67 Receptor

Program Leader Supplemental Awards:
Pablo Penaloza-MacMaster, PhD
Harnessing Pre-Existent Immunological Memory to Combat 
Cancer

Mario, Shields, PhD 
Gα13 Regulate Pancreatic Cancer Development through 
Alteration of Immune Signaling and Mitochondrial 
Metabolism

Travel Grants:
Thomas O’Halloran, PhD
PEDF-Derived Peptides for Targeted Delivery of Anti-Cancer 
Agents

Yong Wan, PhD
A Novel Strategy to Block Mitotic Progression for Targeted 
Therapy

Ishwar Radhakrishnan, PhD, and Dai Horiuchi, PhD
Decoy Peptide-Based Inhibitors of 
Histone Deacetylase Complexes as 
Potential Therapeutics for Triple-
Negative Breast Cancer

Please describe your research goals and 
project, and how The H Foundation’s 
support has been essential to your 
progress.

Our project focuses on developing 
therapies against a form of breast cancer 

called triple-negative breast cancer, which is one of the 
most devastating forms of the disease with no specific 
therapies. Although we lack a basic understanding of 
the molecular actors that cause TNBC, a promising new 
therapeutic target called SIN3 has emerged recently. In this 

H Foundation Impact at a Glance

More than $9 million                         
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research.

Our scientists have leveraged 
support from The H Foundation 
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in private and government 
grants for cancer research.

The Lurie Cancer Center hosted 
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seminars, and conferences in 
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project, we are leveraging the knowledge we had obtained 
previously from our basic science studies regarding how 
SIN3 engages with other proteins to design candidate 
inhibitors of SIN3 as potential triple-negative breast cancer 
therapeutics. In collaboration with a medicinal chemist, 
Dr. Terry Moore at the University of Illinois at Chicago, we 
have discovered two compounds that show activity against 
cellular models of triple-negative breast cancer.

Have you been awarded with any external funding support 
as a result of The H Foundation’s seed support?

Using promising preliminary data that we have been able 
to generate thus far (over the last six months or so since 
we started working on this project), we have submitted 
proposals to both the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
and the Department of Defense (DOD) for longer-term 
funding to continue the project. These proposals are 
currently under review and the outcome will not be known 
until sometime in late winter/early spring.

Curt Horvath, PhD, and Diana Saleiro, PhD
Interferon Regulation to Enhance Cancer 
Immunotherapy

Please describe your research goals and 
project, and how The H Foundation’s 
support has been essential to your 
progress.

 
In cancer treatment, immunotherapy 
refers to enabling the patient's own 
immune system to fight off the invading 
tumor.  One of the most promising 

immunotherapies, known as “checkpoint blockade 
therapy,” was awarded the Nobel Prize in 2018. Despite 
the great potential for this therapy in the fight against 
cancer, the complexity of the human immune system has 
made it difficult to predict successful treatment and to 
prevent tumors from becoming resistant to the therapy. 

This project examines one of the principal mediators 
of therapy resistance, the immune regulator known as 
“interferon.” Tools and concepts that were discovered in 
basic interferon research in the Horvath laboratory will be 
applied to skin cancer (melanoma) immunotherapy models 
in collaboration with Dr. Saleiro, an expert on interferon 
and cancer, to directly test the roles for interferon in 
generating therapy resistance.

What potential does immunotherapy have in the fight 
against cancer? 

Immunotherapies are one of the most promising means 
of cancer treatment but have yet to become reliable 
and effective for diverse cancers. Learning new ways to 
make immunotherapies more effective is at the core of 
our project and will hopefully stimulate new treatment 
protocols and methods. 

Scientists Who Recently Benefited from H Foundation Support

Thank You from Drs. Radhakrishnan 
and Horiuchi: 

Our translational project is high-risk, high-
reward and is precisely the kind of project 
for which seed funding from NIH or DOD is 
extremely hard to get without any promising 
preliminary data in support of our ideas, so we 
are extremely grateful to The H Foundation 
for providing us with this type of support. 
Additionally, this mechanism promotes 
interaction and collaboration, which would 
otherwise not occur, between a basic science lab 
(Radhakrishnan lab) and a clinical lab (Horiuchi 
lab); these are the types of interactions that are 
vital for discovering new cures and advancing 
medicine.

Thank You from Drs. Horvath and 
Saleiro:

The H Foundation is incredibly valuable to 
the fundamental science efforts in our groups 
and throughout the Lurie Cancer Center. Their 
expertise at getting seed funds into the hands of 
cancer researchers continues to feed the pipeline 
leading to cancer cures. We are grateful for the 
support.  



Thank You for Your Generosity

Our Appreciation 

Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine and the Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center of 
Northwestern University are deeply grateful for The H Foundation’s extraordinary partnership in funding and accelerating 
basic science research. 

Through your steadfast generosity over two decades, scientists within the Lurie Cancer Center have been leading basic 
scientific collaborations to develop innovative approaches to treat and prevent cancer. On behalf of the patients and 
families who will ultimately benefit, we applaud The H Foundation.  

If you would like more information regarding this report or the Lurie Cancer Center, please contact: 

Nicole Langert
Director, Major Gifts  
Development and Alumni Relations 
Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine
 

Arthur J. Rubloff Building, 9th Floor 
420 East Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
P. 312-503-1656
E. nicole.langert@northwestern.edu


